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Program Effectiveness: Studies of the major component programs of NIIIK
have been completed. First, the Research and Training Canter program
was studied (E-2). Major findings are as follows:

o The RTC Program has a sound conceptual base, the synerglstlc Inter-
action of research, training, and client services being especially
effective.

o The RTC Program 1s an effective resource magnet; that 1s, U was able
to attract an additional 75 cents from other sources for every dollar
NIHR awarded to the Centers,

o The RTC Program has supplied many noteworthy Innovations to the
field of rehabilitation.

Secondly, the  Rehabilitation   Engineering   Center  program  has been   studied

(E-4).    Major findings are as follows:

o The program has been successful 1n defining "Rehabilitation L'mj1neor1ng".
o The program needs:

-  Closer  work   with  Industry  to develop and market  usslstlve   devices;

-  Closer liaison with other sectors of the rehabilitation services community;

-  Expanded technical assistance at the Federal level;

-  Clarification of goals;

-More   systematic   Information   on   devices,   etc.,   that   are   available;

-  Development of a systematic capacity  for development, evaluation, and
distribution of asslstlve devices by working with Industry.

D.   Plans for Program, Improvement and Recommendation for Ujj_s 1 ajMon

NIHR has proposed a program of field-Initiated research grants In which
the investigator 1s free to propose research 1n any area authorized by the
law. This program will be used to respond to urgent problems, pursue
Innovative research approaches, and expand research capacity and utility,

In response to suggestions made by the evaluation study, the HEC program 1s
(1) developing a plan to work more closely with industry in developing and
marketing devices to aid handicapped persons; and (2) through the mtor-
agency Committee, working more closely than before with other Federal
agencies on this same matter.
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